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SUBJECT: AREILZA PROMOTES HIMSELF AMONG THE OPPOSITION 

1 . SUMMARY: FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER AREILZA NOW APPEARS TO 
BE TRYING TO PROMOTE HIMSELF WITH THE LEFT OPPOSITION AS 
SUAREZ REPLACEMENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. DURING THE PAST TWO WEEKS AREILZA HAS INCREASINGLY IDENTI- 
FIED HIMSELF WITH THE OPPOSITION. HE HAS HELD A SERIES 

OF MUCH PUBLICIZED MEETINGS WITH POLITICAL ' OUT" RANGING 

FROM FROMER MINISTERS FRAGA AND CABANILLAS THROUGH CHRISTIAN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MADRID 06589 281024Z 

DEMOCRAR GIL ROBLES AND PSOE SECGEN FELIPE GONZALEZ 
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TO PCE LEADER SANTIAGO CARRILLO IN PARIS. AREILZA ALSO HAS 
GIVEN A NUMBER OF PRESS INTERVIEWS, INCLUDING A LENGTHY COVER 
STORY IN THIS WEEK'S CAMBIO 16, IN WHICH HE IS CRITICAL OF 
"REFORM'' AS CURRENTLY BEING APPROACHED AND CALLS FOR THE OPENING 
OF A CONSTITUENT PERIOD. 

3. PSOE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBER LUIS YANEZ TOLD US AUGUST 27 
THAT AREILZA, IN HIS MEETING THIS WEEK WITH FRLIPE GONZALEZ, 

TOLD THE PSOE SECGEN THAT: 

SUAREZ HAS NEITHER THE CAPACITY NOR THE DESIRE TO 
CARRY OUT MEANINGLY POLITICAL REFORM, SAYING HE FAILED 
TO SIDE WITH AREILZA AND OTHER REFORMERS IN THE LAST 
ARIAS GOVERNMENT (WHEN SUAREZ WAS MINISTER SECGEN OF THE 
NATIONAL MOVEMENT); 

THE ONLY ALTERNATIVE IS FOR AREILZA TO GO TO THE KING 
WITH THE BACKING OF THE MAJOR LEFT OPPOSITION GROUPS 
AND OTHER REFORMIST FORMER GOVERNMENT FIGURES, EXPLAIN 
THE SITUATION TO HIM AND PROPOSE THAT A BROADLY REPRE- 
SENTATIVE GOVERNEMNT, WITH AREILZA AT ITS HEAD, REPLACE 
THE SUAREZ TEAM AND SUPERVISE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 
ELECTIONS: 

THIS NEW GOVERNMENT WOULD BE COMPOSED OF LEADERS OF THE 
COUNTRY'S MOST IMPORTANT POLITICAL CURRENTS PROBABLY 
EXCLUDING THE COMMUNISTS. 

4. INTERESTINGLY, EL PAIS CARRIED AN ARTICLE THIS WEEK, PERHAPS 
INSPIRED BY AREILZA, THAT, WITH OUT NAMING AREILZA IMPLIED 
MUCH OF WHAT YANEZ SAYS AREILZA IS PROPOSING. 

5. ACCORDING TO YANEZ, THE PSOE ACCEPTS AREILZA PRO- 
POSAL AS ONE OF A NUMBER OF ALTERNATIVES OPEN TO IT IF THE 
SUAREZ GOVERNMENT IS UNABLE TO DELIVER ON REFORM, WHILE 
RECOGNIZING THAT ARELIZA US ATTEMPTING TO PROMOTE HIMSELF 
AS MUCH AS PROPOSED POLITICAL SOLUTION TO THE TRANSITION. 

THE PSOE, ALTHOUGH CONCERNED THAT THE GOVERNMENT PERHAPS 
UNDER PRESSURE FROM THE MILITARY "BUNLER", MIGHT BACK WATER 
ON REFORM, HAS BY NO MEANS GIVEN UP ON SUAREZ AND INTENDS 
TO PURSUE ITS ADVICACY OF THE "NEGOTIATIONS" BETWEEN THE 
EXISTING GOVERNMENT AND THE OPPOSITION. 
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6. COMMENT: AREILZA’S MANEUVER CURRENTLY ARE LITTLE MORE 
THAN RATHER TROUBLESOME TO THE GOVERNMENT. HOWEVER, IF THE 
REFORM PROCESS BOGS DOWN. HIS ALTERNATIVE COULD BECOME MORE 
ATTRACTIVE IN LEFT OPPOSITION QUARTERS. A NUMBER OF LEFT 
OPPOSITION FIGURES, SUCH AS TIERNO GALVAN, HAVE SUPPORTED 

THE CONCEPT OF A BROADLY REPRESENTATIVE "GOVERNMENT OF NATION 
CONCENTRATION", WHICH IS BASICALLY WHAT AREILZA IS STUMPING 
FOR, ALTHOUGH THERE WOULD CERTAINLY BE DISAGREEMENT OVER THE 
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IDENTITY OF THE PRIME MINISTER IN SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT. MORE 
OVER, AS IS WELL KNOWN, THE PRINCIPAL CENTERS OF POWER (INCLUD- 
ING THE KING AND THE MILITARY) HAVE NOT WANTED HIM AS FOREIGN 
MINISTER AND HIS CURRENT ACTIVITIES ARE NOT LIKELY TO 
STRENGTHEN HIS POSITION WITH THEM IN THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. 

STABLER 
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